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Center Vandalized

The PJCI Annual Party will be held at 12:00 on Sunday, 
April 1, at the Pasadena Japanese Cultural Institute 
auditorium. Doors will open at 11:30, and donations will 
be accepted at the door.

Entertainment will be provided by shamisen virtuoso 
Mike Penny.  Though having played for only two years, 
the 20 year old Southern California native placed 3rd in the 
prestigious Kanagi Tsugaru Shamisen Tournament held in 
Japan in May, 2006.

If you would like to attend, please call Ron Toshima (626 
799-6684). 

On April 1, at the PJCI Annual Party, Ryan Lee will be 
recognized as this yearõs recipient of the 3rd Annual Amy 
Utsunomiya Youth Community Service award.

Ryan is a South Pasadena High School senior who 
has unselþshly volunteered his valuable time to help our 
community during 2006. Among the groups beneþting 
from Ryanõs service were Pasadena Buddhist Church Jr. 
YBA, Pasadena Bruins, Pasadena Nikkei Seniors, Leukemia 
Foundation, and Midnight Mission.

The purpose of the award is to encourage and recognize 
young people who in some way exhibit service to the greater 
Pasadena area Japanese American community. This is the 
third year the award will be given. The award was established 
in memory of Amy Utsunomiya, a former PJCI President 
with a long history of service to her community.

Along with a personal memento and certiþcate, Ryanõs 
name will be placed on the perpetual memorial plaque 
located in the PJCI annex.

Past Recipients
2006: Victoria Emi, Russell Fujimoto, Hana Kikuchi 

Courtney Takeda, and  Lauren Takeda
2005: Kelcie Kawakami and Lauren Takeda

A serious act of vandalism took place at the PJCI a few 
weeks ago. Eggs and oranges were thrown onto the doors 
and walls of the commercial building stairwell. A restroom 
was broken into and trashed. The parking lot lights adjacent 
to our neighbors were turned around (again).

We ask that every group that uses the center at night be 
extremely diligent in always makes sure that all gates are 
securely locked (especially the Cypress St. gate) before 
leaving the property.  These incidents are a big inconvenience 
and very disruptive to everyone here at the center, so we ask 
for everyoneõs cooperation.

James Yamasaki (past PJCI President) was elected Presi-
dent of the Southern California Kendo Federation for 2007-
2008. Congratulations to all of our kenshi that received new 
ranks at the October 2006 promotional exams. 

Those receiving special recognition:
Kenny Kim & Dennis Salazar - 1 dan
Amon Nakprasert & Hideo Hirata - 3 dan

Upcoming events:
April 1 / North-South Tournament (San Jose)
June 24 / SCKF Championships.

Nikkei Seniors News
Hereõs a brief recap and preview of Pasadena Nikkei 
Senior activities:

The PNS Annual New Yearõs Party was held February 
4 at the Buddhist Church with 250 people in attendance. 
A week later, many of the members attended the SoCal JA 
Senior Citizens Federation New Yearõs Party at Miyako 
Restaurant, where details were provided for an autumn trip 
to New York and Canada.

A trip to Pechanga is planned for April 17 (Tue). The bus 
will leave the Buddhist Church at 8:00 am. Call Kiyoshi 
Takeda to make a reservation (626 359-3780).

A visit to the recently remodeled Getty Museum in Paciþc 
Palisades is scheduled for April 20 (Fri).

Senior luncheons are set for April 28 (12:00) and May 
19 (12:00) at the PJCI. Make lunch reservations with Kiku 
Matsumoto (626 794-0240).




